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PERMANENT LEG SLATI VE COW TTEE
ON REAPPORTI ONVENT
PUBLI C HEARI NG

DATE: SEPTEMBER 15TH, 2021
TIME: 2:00 pm CST
LOCATI ON:  GADSDEN, ALABANA

Senator Jim McC endon, State Representative
Chris Pringle, Attorney Dorman Wal ker are in

attendance virtual ly.
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SENATOR MCCLENDON: Hell o
everybody. dad to have you. | amJim
McCl endon, state Senator. M hone is in St.
Clair County. | amthe Senate Chair of the
Redi stricting and Reapportionnent Conm ttee.
To ny right is State Representative Chris
Pringle. He is our House Chair. To ny |left
Is Attorney Dorman Wal ker. He is enpl oyed
by the Redistricting Commttee. And he wl]l
be your hearing officer today. Every ten
years we get new census data, and when we
get the data, that tells us not only how
many people there are or there aren't, but
it also helps identify where they're
| ocated. And as popul ations shift, which
they do, not only in Al abama but all across
our country, people nove generally from
rural areas towards urban and suburban
areas, we have to redraw the districts in
order to try to reestablish the concept of
one person, one vote. CQur job here deals
with the redistricting maps for the
Congressional district, for the State Board
of Education districts, for A abama Senate

districts and Al abama House of
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Representative districts. Certainly, we wll
wel conme your coments and suggestions on how
we need to go about doing that. And we have
been joi ned, by the way, by Senator Bobby

Si ngl eton, who has been with us nost of the
tinme. W have done twenty-sonething of these
heari ngs, and Senator Singleton has been
wth us nost of the tine. Let nme give you
sone ideas in your area of the state where
popul ati on changes have occurred. First, an
| deal Senate district, based on the new data
fromthe Census Bureau, would be 143, 551.

An ideal House district based on the new
information is 47,850. Now, in your
particular area, let's |look at Senate
districts first. Senate District 8 is up.
You have a popul ation increase of 1,082.
Senate District 9 has | ost 458 people.
Senate District 10 has lost 7,200. And 12
has | ost 9,237. Now, of course, what that
means, when a district has | ost popul ation,
we're going to have to change the boundaries
of that district and probably expand it out

i n order to capture the necessary people to

get it back within plus or mnus 5% of the
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| deal district size. We're given that plus
or mnus 5 -- they call that the
deviation -- for House and Senate districts
and Board of Education. W're not allowed
that with Congressional districts, by the
way. Now, sone of your House districts,
"1l give you some nunbers there. House
District 24 |ost about 15-, 1,600 people.
House 26 | ost 500. These are round nunbers.
House 28 | ost about 4,800. 29 |ost about
1,900. And 30 lost 124. House District 34
| ost 979. |'ve got two nore for you. House
District 39 lost 3,300. House District 40
| ost about 600 people. So, with that being
said, let ne turn you over nowto State
Representative Chris Pringle, the House
Chai rman of Redistricting. Thank you.
REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank
you, Senator. Again, ny nane is Chris
Pringle. I'mthe Chairman of the House
Committee on Reapportionnent, and |
represent House District 101 out of Mbbile.
I"d like to welcone you all. Today we wil|l
call you in the order in which you signed up

to speak. Each speaker will be [imted to
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three mnutes. |If you need nore tine, we
w Il cone back around to you. Wen call ed,

pl ease conme to the m crophone, clearly state
your nane and spell it. And tell us which
community you represent and/or district or
districts you wish to speak about. If you
deci de you want to speak but did not sign
up, we'll ask at the end if there is anyone
who hasn't spoken that would |ike to speak.
If you are participating renotely, send us
your questions, and we'll read theminto the
record. The hearing is being transcribed by
a court reporter working renotely. If you
have sonething you would like to introduce
into the record as an exhibit, bring it to
the m crophone when you speak and |l et the
hearing officer know They'll get that
information to us, and w'll attach it and
make it a part of the permanent record of
these hearings. Today's hearings are to
deal with the issue of redistricting soley.
W are not here to discuss any issue pending
before the Legi sl ature outside of
redistricting. Wth that, I'Il turn it over
to M. Dorman \Wal ker, who wll be the
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heari ng officer. Thank you.

MR, WALKER: Thank you,
Representative Pringle. Wl conme. Thank you
particularly to Gadsden State -- excuse ne.
Thank you particularly to Gadsden State for
hosting this hearing. Thank you for those
who are in attendance at Gadsden State and
I n attendance virtually. Your attendance is
very inportant, and we appreciate your
participation in the process. Before we
start taking testinony, I'd like to go over
sonme of the principles that relate to
redistricting and sone of the rules that the
Legi slature has to foll ow when it draws
districts. Senator M endon discussed the
| deal population of the districts, and if
you're not famliar with that term it's
sinply the population of the state, the new
popul ati on of the state fromthe 2020
census, divided by the nunber of districts.
So, the new popul ation of the state is
approximately 5 mllion and | think it was
one hundred
t went y- f our - t housand- and- sone- odd peopl e.

l"mgoing to round that to 5 mllion. To get
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the ideal population for a House district,
you woul d take 105 districts and divide that
into 5 mllion. For Senate, 35 Senate
districts, divide that into 5 mllion. And
the same for the eight State Board of
Education or the seven Congressional
districts. The job of the Legislature in
redistricting is to equalize, or

approxi mately equal i ze, dependi ng upon the
type of district, the popul ati on anong

di stricts because of denographic shifts that
have occurred over tinme. And generally in

Al abama, urban areas are growi ng and rural
areas are declining in popul ati on unless

t hey happen to be imedi ately adjacent to an
urban area. That is a long-termtrend. |
forgot to ask. Before we get started, are
there any nmenbers of the nedia present in
the auditoriumat Gadsden State? If you
are, would you m nd standing and identifying
yourself? W just like to keep track of
medi a coverage, if there is any. Ckay. |
don't see anyone. So, that is idea
popul ati on. And as Senator MC endon sai d,

there is deviation allowed. That allows --
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puts a little play in the systemso that the
Legi slature when it draws districts can try
to keep counties whole, try to keep

communi ties of interest whole, which it

m ght not be able to do if it had to draw to
narrower tolerances with regard to deviation
of population. This hearing, like all the
heari ngs we've had over the |ast tw weeks,
I's being transcribed. And the hearings w ||
shortly be posted on the Redistricting
office's -- Redistricting Commttee' s web
page. To get there, just Google "Al abana

Legislature.” There will be

a tab for Redistricting. dick on that, and
that wll lead you to the transcripts for
each of the hearings we're having. CQur
hearings will close out tonorrow. You wl|l
be able to see the transcripts as well as
any exhibits that were introduced, as well
as comments that were received throughout
this process, if you're interested in that.
The | egislators and map drawers are al so
here paying attention to these comments that

we receive. And |egislators, Congressiona

staffers, State Board of Education nmenbers
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are neeting wwth the map drawer to start
tal ki ng about what changes they would |ike
to see or could agree with in their
districts. Sone will be | osing popul ation;
some wi ||l be gaining population. O course,
no individual |egislator can act on her or
his own. They have to do it in conjunction
with their adjoining | egislator. So, that

t akes sonme coordi nation. But at sonme point a
new map will enmerge with a new district plan
for Congress, for the State Board of
Education, for the House and Senate
Legislature. And those will be put forth as
Commttee plans when a new -- excuse ne --
when a special Legislative session is
called. W don't know, at least | don't

know, when that special Legislative session
will be called. Runor is it wll be sonetine
at the end of October, but that is the
prerogati ve of the Governor, and she has not
announced that yet. As soon as the special
session is called, nenbers can start
prefiling, if they wish to, their bills.

And districting plans will be introduced as

bills. And you woul d be able to go back
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into -- back to the Legislative web site and
within the House or the Senate go to
prefiled bills and see the plans that have
been submtted. In addition to the plan
bei ng drawn by the Conm ttee, other plans
will be submtted as well. There is a
Congressi onal plan that has whol e counties
and no majority black districts but two what
are called opportunity black districts, one
at about 40.55% bl ack voting age popul ati on,
and the other one at about 45. That plan by
the Wonen League of Voters has been
submtted and will be sponsored by Senator

Si ngl eton and introduced into the

Legi slature for consideration in that

manner. O her people have indicated that
they are draw ng plans. If you want to draw
a plan, there are nunmerous resources that
you can use to do that. | think Dave's

Redi stricting is a web site. That is called
Dave's Redistricting. O you could use the
facilities at ASU or at any of the Southern
Regi onal Devel opnent Centers al so have
Maptitude. But to have your plan considered

by the Legislature, it has to have a
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| egi sl ative sponsor. Anyway, once the
Legi sl ature convenes in a special session,
there will be hearings of the Commttee, at
which plans will be discussed. And then they
will be sent or not sent, as the case nay
be, to the Legislature for consideration by
the body as a whole. Al of that, the
Comm ttee neetings and the | egislative
sessions thenselves, wll be live streaned
and -- are they open to the public given or
current corona status?

REPRESENTATI VE PRINGLE: W don't
know if we are going to have a virus problem
or not. (Ilnaudible.)

MR, WALKER: We don't know at this
ti me whether --

REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: They are
going to have them open and signs if you're
vacci nat ed.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Representative
Pringl e says the announcenent has been made
that the Committee neetings and session wll
be open to the public. If you're vaccinated,
you don't have to wear a mask. |If you're not

vacci nated, you do have to wear a mask. So
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be aware of that if you want to cone. But
you can also watch it |live streaned. \Wen
the Legislature draws districts, it can't
just draw themin any way it prefers. It has
to conply with State and Feder al
Constitutional and statutory requirenents,
as well as traditional districting criteria,
non discrimnatory traditional districting
criteria that the Legislature has voted on
as rules for drawing districts. And let ne
go over those with you. They sonetines
expl ai n why things can and cannot be done.
Overarching everything are two

non- negoti abl e requirenments. One is that as
a result of redistricting there nust be
equal population or in sonme circunstances
approxi matel y equal popul ati on anong all the
districts, anong all the House districts,
anong all the Senate districts. \Watever
type district you have, they all have to be
about equal |y popul ated or equally

popul ated. The ot her non-negotiable is that
pl ans that are adopted can't be
discrimnatory. The Legislature will not

and the Commttee will not act upon, the
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Legislature will not act upon a plan that it
perceives is discrimnatory. Now, that
doesn't nmean that there won't be | awsuits,
because there always are lawsuits. But it
does nean that no one has perceived it to be
discrimnatory at the tine of passage, at

| east the nmpjority has not. |In addition, no
district is drawn in a manner that

subordi nates race-neutral districting
criteria, which | will tell you about in a
second, to considerations of race, color, or
menbership in a | anguage mnority group
except that race, color -- considerations of
race, color, or nenbership in a | anguage
mnority group may predom nate over
traditional districting criteria in order to
conply with Section 2 of the Voting Ri ghts
Act provided that the State has a strong
basis in evidence in support for such a
race- based choice. A strong basis in

evi dence exists when there is good reason to
bel i eve that race nust be used in order to
satisfy the Voting Rights Act. [In other
words, districts are drawn wthout regard to

race, and then after the map is drawn, if
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certain circunstances are net, then race my
be considered to nmake final adjustnents to
the districts. Al districts nust be --
these are the traditional districting
criteria: Al districts nust be

reasonably conpact. That is a

relative term Cbviously, Congressional
Districts are going to be nuch |arger than
House districts. Districts should refl ect
the sovereignty of the people, which is one
of the reasons for these hearings, so that
the Legi sl ature can have a sense of how

di stricts should be redrawn. Districts are
drawn on the basis of total population. The
census reports population in many different
fornms, the Census Bureau. For exanple, we
could get the population of the state that
sinmply gives us people who have graduate
degrees or people who work in agriculture.
But those woul d not be very useful for
drawing districts. Instead we use total
popul ation. And total population is,
perhaps, a bit of an anomaly itself because
It includes a great deal of people who can't

vote at all: Children, people under
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ei ghteen, people who have lost the right to
vote, people who are living in Al abama but
are not residents, or people who are not
citizens of the country. Those people don't
have the right to vote, but neverthel ess,
they are counted in the total. And that is
the way it has been traditionally for a very
|l ong tinme. Under certain circunstances,
voting age popul ation, in particulary black
voti ng age popul ation, may be considered to
make final adjustnents to districts. But
usually redistricting is done on the basis
of total population. The Legislature has to
draw 35 new Senate districts and 105 new
House districts, although the Constitution
woul d al |l ow 106 House districts. Al
districts have to be singl e-nmenber
districts. There are places in the country
where there are nmulti-nmenber districts where
mul ti ple nmenbers are elected fromthe sane
district. W don't have that here in

Al abama. Al of these districts, only one
person is elected fromeach one of them
When drawi ng districts, contests between

I ncunbents is to be avoided and contiguity
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anong districts is required. That neans
that every point on the boundary of a
district nust be tangent to a point of an
adjoining district or to the boundary of the
state. Contiguity across water is permtted.
So, if adistrict is bisected by a river or
by a | ake or by the Gulf or the Bay, rather,
that counts. That doesn't destroy
contiguity. Districts shall respect

communi ties of interest to the extent
practicabl e, including neighborhoods,
political subdivisions. And a community of
interest is defined as an area with

recogni zed simlarities of interests, such
as ethnic, racial, economc, tribal, social,
geographic, or historical identities. The
term"comunity of interest" can at tines

al so include political subdivisions, such as
counties, voting precincts, nunicipalities,
tribal |ands, and reservations, and school
districts. The discernnent, weighing, and
bal ancing of the very factors that
contribute to communities of interest is an
I ntensely political process best carried out

by the el ected representatives of the
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people. Districts should be reasonably
conpact. The district shall try to mnimze
t he nunber of counties in each district --
the Legislature. The Legislature will try to
preserve the cores of existing districts. In
establishing legislative districts, the
Reapportionment Conmittee and the
Legislature try to give due consideration to
all of these criteria. However, priority is
given to the conpelling State interest
requiring equality of popul ation anong
districts in conpliance with the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965 as anended shoul d the
requi rements of those criteria conflict with
any other criteria. Wth regard to the
race-neutral traditional districting
criteria that | nentioned, they are not
listed in order of presidence, and in each

I nstance when they conflict, the Legislature
shall at its discretion determ ne which
takes priority. An exanple of that would be
the City of Wetunpka. One of the guidelines
Is that districts shall contain as few
counties possible, and on the ot her hand,

the City of Wetunpka is a community of
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i nterest that straddles two counties. So, at
that point the Legislature has to decide
does it respect the community of interest
that is Wetunpka or does it split one of
those counties. Either way, it's going to
have a probl emrespecting both of these
criteria. So, that is an exanple of where
the Legislature has to nmake a decision as to
whi ch one takes presidence. 1'mgoing to
call now on speakers. I'll call first on
speakers that are in the auditorium at
Gadsden State main canpus, and then | w ||
call for speakers who are attending the
hearing renotely. If you are attending the
hearing renotely and you wi sh to speak,
pl ease either raise your hand or send a
comment via chat and we'll read it into the
record. The first person who has signed up
to speak is Fred Zachary. | think that is
the | ast nanme. M. Zachary, if you woul d
come up and speak, please, up to the
m cr ophone.

HEARI NG COORDI NATOR: He is no
| onger present.

MR. WALKER: Oh, okay. Thank you. |
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hope it's not sonmething | said. Kent Black?
s M. Black there?
HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  Yes, he

i's.

MR. WALKER: Wl cone, M. Bl ack.

MR, BACK: Thank you. M nane is
Kent Back. It's K-e-n-t, last nane is
B-a-c- k.

MR WALKER:  Sorry.

MR BACK: That is okay. | get
that quite often. | amactually reading

this on behalf of a friend of m ne that
could not be here today. This is in regard
to the Board of Education. |'m assum ng
that is permssible to do that.

MR, WALKER: Yes. Totally. In
fact, if you would Ii ke, you can give your
witten statement to the coordinator there
who will send it to us, and it will be
attached as an exhibit to the transcript for
t hi s heari ng.

MR, BACK: Ckay. Do | --

MR WALKER: Go ahead and read it,
t 0o.

MR, BACK: Ch. GCkay. Al
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right. Al right. "Menbers of the
Legi slature Redistricting Conmttee, first
|l et nme express ny gratitude for taking the
time to hear fromthe general public in
regard to redistricting in our state. Like
the magjority of people in Al abama, | had
never |ooked at it closely until the 2020
data was released and | had a personal
interest in the matter. The district
drawing is conplex, and in very ordinary
ternms, just a nmess. So nmuch of it makes no
sense to ne. Wiy would you split Linestone
County in such a way that El knont Hi gh
school and it's elenentary school are in two
districts?" Can you still hear ne?

MR. WALKER: No. No. You've
dr opped out.

MR. BACK: Ckay.

MR. WALKER: W | ost you after
"El knont Hi gh School . "

MR BACK: Al right. | think
we' re working on that.

MR WALKER: All right.

MR, BACK: Am | back?

MR, WALKER: Yes, you are.
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MR BACK: Ckay. "Wy would you
split Limestone County in such a way that
El knont Hi gh School and its elenentary
school are in two different districts? Wy
are sone districts conprised of el even
school systens while another district has
twenty-three? Wiy is it that the
adm nistration and faculty in nost schools
do not even know who represents their
district on the Al abama State Board of
Education? Wiy would you count the tota
popul ati on of a county when only one-fourth
of it is served by the board nenber? From
just these questions, you can see why nopst
people think that redistricting is just a
political redrawing to benefit the party in
control. It is ny opinion that every school
shoul d be visited by their board nenber on a
regul ar basis. Their constituents shoul d
know t hem and feel confortable wth them
showi ng up and taking a seat in the
classroom This is the only way to truly
represent a district correctly. Fromny
vi ewpoi nt, the board nenbers are only seen

at the nonthly neetings and functions of
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their political party. As it presently
operates, | cannot see where the students of
Al abama benefit at all fromthis board.

Sone of them have never even been in the

cl assroom | ong enough to know how to teach a
student to read or diagnosis the orgin of
student difficulties. Being the

adm ni strator of one of the highest
achieving elenentary schools in Al abama for
si xteen years, Eura Brown El enentary, was
very gratifying. Under ny | eadership,
everyone was held accountable for the
students' achi evenent. Conmmuni cati on between
the parents and the school was constant,

t herefore pronoting parent engagenent.

Intervention with | agging students really

did take place. It was not just put on
paper. | know because | was all over the
school, in the classroons, talking to the

students about their studies and build

rel ati onshi ps, questioning teachers about
the specifics of their units of study. |It's
ny belief that if our state school board
menbers operated in a personal way wth the

schools in their district, our overall
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achi evenent would inprove. Dr. Mtchell wth
the Al abama Reading Initiative used to say,
‘Don't expect what you don't personally
inspect.'" This is absolutely true. | have
been planning for nore than a year to run
for the District 8 position on the state
school board. Now I understand that Etowah
County wll be noved to another district,
thus thwarting ny plans to hopefully work
the district the way it should be worked:
For the benefit of the students, not for
recognition or personal ego. Every tine |
speak about education in our state, people
| ook at ne with concern and drawn faces.
Like nme, they are weary of always coming in
on the tail-end of rankings when we know our
children and grandchildren are capabl e of
achi eving at a nuch higher |level. W need
greater accountability in academ cs at
every age should be our first priority.

Pl ease consider ny thoughts that are backed
up by 36 years of experience in education
and a passion for that is constant. Thank
you for listening. Sincerely, Priscilla

Yother, retired educator and life-Iong

Page 23

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

| earner." Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you very much,
M. Back. |If you want to give that witten
statenent to the coordinator, it will be
attached as an exhibit to the transcript. Is
there anyone el se at Gadsden State who
wi shes -- in the auditorium-- who w shes to
speak? Yes. Please cone forward, sir.
Ma'am There is a ma'am GCkay. There are
two of you. Cone forward, ma'am W&l cone.

M5. BACK: Thank you very nuch.
" m Ki rkl and Back. K-i-r-k-I-a-n-d, |ast
name Back, B-a-c-k. That is ny father who
you just heard from So, making this a
famly affair. |'man attorney here in
Gadsden and life-long resident and certainly
concerned about this process. Wiat | would
like to give y'all is perhaps a chance to
speak on this, or at |east sort of a thought
nugget that you cone back to later. Etowah
County is such a mcrocosmof what is going
on in our state. Gadsden, being an urban
area that grows, our rural area is
shrinking. And so ny understanding is that
that really inplicates Section 2 of the VRA
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And if you'll |ook at the procedures and
notes, they're from-- |'ve got July 27th of
2006, 120 staff 577 on Westlaw -- there are
a series of factors that are laid out by the
Legi sl ature that evidence when

di scrim natory behavior has occurred in
redrawing district lines. | would assune
that those are one of several sets of
factors that the courts are allowed to rely
on. How are y'all planning to conply with
Section 2 given those factors that have been
set out for you? And who in each individual
Congressional district and/or Senate
district, etcetera, will be responsible for
maki ng sure that we're all held accountable
to those standards? | can see where Section
2 certainly serves its purpose for us
broadly as a state, but | can see where
communi ties |ike Gadsden and Et owah County
could get lost in the shuffle when it cones
to redistricting county conmm ssi on and/ or
city counsel lines. So, if y'all are able
to provide those answers now, | would
greatly appreciate it, or let us know where

we can | ook for resources where you perhaps
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have al ready answered those questions. |
woul d appreciate it.

MR WALKER: Ms. Back, are you
referring to the Senate factors, the twelve
Senate factors that were identified in the
| egi sl ati ve record, the Congressiona
record --

MS. BACK: Correct.

MR, WALKER: -- relating to --
okay. Those cone into play in a voting
rights case if a case is brought that
chal l enges a plan as vote dilutive or as
raci al ly gerrymandered or as ot herw se
discrimnatory on the basis of race, color,
or nenbership in a | anguage
mnority group. There is an initial
t hreshold of three conditions known as the
G ngle conditions that have to be net, and
If they are net, the Court turns to an
exam nation of the twelve Senate factors,
which are not exclusive. But if we're
t al ki ng about the sane cirucunstances there,
there are things such as whether or not race
has played a role in past political

contests, whether or not the mnorities bear
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the brunt of past historical discrimnation,
that sort of thing. So, those are really
factors that are used nore to evaluate the
effect of discrimnation rather than up
front. Up front it's ny job as the |awer
for the Legislature to hel p make sure that
they pass laws, district plans, that conply
w th whatever standards are in effect. And
so | work with themto ook at the districts
and make sure that we're not draw ng
districts on the basis of race inproperly.
The sanme thing should be done by a city

| awyer or county |lawer at the city or
county level that you nentioned.

M5. BACK: Sone of the -- to
probably clarify my question a bit -- and,
Representative, | saw you guys were chatting
alittle bit. |[If you have anything y'all
would like to add in response, of course, we
woul d love to hear that. But to further
clarify my question, it seens to ne that
some of the paraneters that are laid out in
the cooments fromthat section, it al nost
suggests that there has to be litigation

brought on behalf of those suffering
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parties, which would be a mnority.

MR. WALKER That's correct.

M5. BACK: It is cost
prohibitive, is ny concern, that it requires
themto be litigious in such a way that
they're not able to bring their concerns,
that the very parties in and of thensel ves
that are the ones that are the nost
effective -- or affected by a bad line are
t he ones thensel ves who are unable to bring
t hose chall enges. And so what |'m hearing
is that probably the city attorney is who
t hose people have to rely on when it cones
to the county comm ssion and city counsel
|l i nes?

MR, VWALKER: Well, this -- we've
gone a little bit beyond the scope of this
hearing. But let ne just answer your
question that if a plaintiff brings a
| awsuit for violation of Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act or the Equal Protection
Cl ause and they prevail, then they're
entitled to recovery of their attorney fees
and costs. So, that burden shifting

certainly help to encourage the devel opnent
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of a plaintiff voting right bar in Al abana.
And we do have one. There will al nost
certainly be, no matter what we do,
litigation challenging the redistricting
plans for the Legislature, because, frankly,
that litigation is just politics by another
name. So, there are, in fact, plaintiff
side voting rights litigators in Al abanma who
are happy to take cases |ike that.

M5. BACK: Correct. So, just to
cl ose, Representative, | sure hope you hear
me when | say we are concerned, we are
worri ed about our mnority popul ati ons here
i n northeast Al abana. W want to protect
their vote as much as we can. W want to
work with y'all to do that. And we are
certainly ready and willing to do so. W
want to protect tax payer dollars. W want
to protect themfromever having to bring a
suit, and we think we can do that by getting
that right the first time around. So, we're
counting on y'all to nake that happen for
us. Thank you so nuch.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, Ms. Back.

There was a gentleman in the back who had

Page 29

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

rai sed his hand earlier. GCkay. There you
are.

MR, LI PSCOMB: (Good afternoon,
gentlenmen. |'m Representative Craig
Li psconmb. Representative Pringle, Senator
McCl endon, good to see you guys. | just
wanted to echo what M. Back said just a
whi | e ago, perhaps in a different
comrentary. The reasoning for such is
primarily is ny constituents have petitioned
me to ask you guys to respectfully retain
our existing stool board district as-is to
the greatest extent possible. So, | would
ask that you do your very best to keep
Et owah County in District 8. Thank you.

MR, WALKER: Thank you, sir. Is
t here anybody el se in the auditorium who
woul d |i ke to speak?

M5. OVERTON: W do have one
guestion online fromKendra. "Wat criteria
Wi ll you use to determ ne when to split
counties and voting precincts?"

MR. WALKER: The counties and
voting precincts will be maintained to the

extent possible. They're nost likely to
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split when necessary to achi eve popul ation
equality.

M5. OVERTON: And Angelica has her
hand raised. I'mgoing to unnute you. O
unmut e yoursel f.

M5. MANANI: Ch. Thank you. | was
wondering - -

MR WALKER: |'msorry. Wuld you
state your name, please?

M5. MANANI: Yes. | apol ogize.
My nanme is Angelica Manani. |'m a student.

MR, WALKER: Woul d you spell that
for the court reporter? |'msorry.

M5. MANANI: That is

A-n-g-e-l-i-c-a, and then Manani, Ma-n-a-n,
as in Nancy, i. |'ma student at the
Uni versity of Alabama, and | live in North

Port. And | just recently becane aware of

t hese neetings, so was |ooking -- and the
changes with the census, recent census data
was meant for our state. Looking at the
previ ous maps, as someone earlier expressed,
| believe, sone of them | have a hard tine
under st andi ng the reasoni ng behind the way

the districts are currently drawn. And so
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nmy question is, in an effort for
transparency, what efforts will be nade to
explain the reasoning for the way the
district -- these district maps wll be
drawn, and how can | and sone of ny friends
in the community here | ook and read up on

t he reasoning for those decisions?

MR. WALKER: Let ne answer your
guestion in a round about way that may help
you understand. The base unit, sort of the
brick if we were building a building, of
redistricting is what is called a census
bl ock. A census block is invisible to al
of us. W don't know where they are. You
woul d have to get on a special conputer to
see them But they exist out there on the
ground. And a census block is conposed with
no rhynme or reason. |t can have zero people
init. It can have ten people init. It
can have one hundred people init. It can
nore than that. Each one is unique. And
their shape can be regular or irregular. A
| ot of times you see a district and it wll
have a weird shape to it, and you'll say,

oh, there is gerrymandering. Well, it's
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not. A lot of tinmes it is just that is the
shape of the census block, and it causes
these weird protrusions froma district.

But census bl ocks are totalled up into what
are called VIDs or voting precincts. And
voting precincts, there will be typically
several of those in a district. And the
Legislature does its best not to split
voting precincts and not to split counties.
Sonetinmes it has to do that in order to

achi eve popul ation equality. When it does
that, it will typically do it follow ng

| i nes between voting precincts. Those |ines
may make no sense whatsoever. There is no
reason that they have to follow a major road
or river or sonething |like that. So, that
may be why you have a hi gh school on one
side and an el enentary school on the other

si de, because the voting precincts are blind
to that sort of a difference. And the
Legi sl ature when it draws has to use the
voting precincts that it's given. There is
not really a process that |'m aware of by
whi ch sonmeone can sit down and explain to

each person who has a question why this |ine
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goes this way or why it goes that way. It
would be nice if we could that, but it would
be a Hercul ean task. The best that | can
say is pay attention to the plans when
they're introduced into the Legislature. And
i f you have a question specifically about
sonet hing, email your |egislator and ask
them you know, why is this this way, why is
that that way. Pay attention to the
Comm ttee hearings and pay attention to the
debate in the Legislature. That's probably
t he best answer that | can give you. Could
you hear ne?

M5. MANANI : Yes. Thank you.

MR WALKER: Ckay. Thank you for
your question. Anybody el se?

M5. OVERTON: Yes. W have anot her
guestion from Robin and Vance. "Wy are al
t he public hearings scheduled at tines and
dates when the vast majority of citizens
cannot attend due to work conmm t nents?"

MR, WALKER: That is probably a
fair criticism | say that because it's
cone up several tinmes. W did have one at

6:00. | think we'll put that in the
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not ebook and maybe have sone next tine, ten
years fromnow, in the evening. WlIl, there
was. There was a tine constraint because of
how | ate we got the data. And we made a
huge effort to distribute these all over the
state and nmake them as open and transparent
as possible. | wish we had a few nore |ater
on, but we don't.

M5. OVERTON: Kendra would like to
ask, "lIs tonorrow the deadline to submt
testinmony? Also, is there a deadline tine?"

MR. WALKER: There is not really a
deadline to submt comments. Testinony is
given in these hearings. |If you want to
send a nessage to the Reapportionnent
Comm ttee by expressing your thoughts about
how pl ans shoul d be drawn or parts of plans

shoul d be drawn, you can do that, and they

will be as they cone in put in a folder that
will be posted on the Internet with the
transcripts. So, if you go to the -- not

now, but shortly, if you go to the
Legislature's web site and click on
"Redistricting,"” that will lead you to

another tab for the transcripts. Each
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transcript will be inits on folder. And if
you open that up, you can see the transcri pt
and the exhibits that were introduced at the
time of that transcript. Following all of
those will be a folder that has comments
that were received not necessarily in
connection with any hearing, although they
may reference a particular hearing. So, if
you want to send in sone comments, you don't
have to do it by the 16th. CGbviously, the
sooner you send themin, the nore likely
that soneone will |ook at them | suppose,
over a certain range. But go ahead and send
themin, and they'll be put in that folder.

M5. OVERTON:. There are currently
no ot her comrents or questions.

MR, WALKER: Ckay. Anyone el se?
Last call for people online or in the
auditorium at Gadsden State to speak. |If
you are in the auditoriumand you want to
speak, raise your hand, please, and if
you' re online, raise your hand.

M5. OVERTON: No.

MR WALKER: It appears that no

one el se wants to speak. Thank you to those
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of you who did speak. Your participation is
very inmportant to the process. Thank you to
t hose of you who attended. That is also

very inportant. Thank you to Gadsden State
for hosting this. Have a good evening. This

hearing is cl osed.

(Hearing concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA
LAUDERDALE COUNTY

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken down by ne
I n stenotype, and the questions and answers
thereto were reduced to conputer print under
ny supervision, and that the foregoing
represents a true and correct transcript of
the testinony given by said w tness upon
sai d heari ng.

| further certify that | am

nei t her of counsel, nor of kin to the
parties to the action, nor aml in anyw se
Interested in the result of said cause.

Signed the 1st day of Cctober, 2021

e

Stacy Mays

Al abama CCR #229. Expires 9/30/ 2021

Page 38

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660

800.808.4958



[1,082 - back] Page 39
1 4 act 9:612:2513:1 | answered 26:1
1,082 3:17 4800 4:10 13:18,23 17:13 answers 25:23 38:8
1,600 4:8 40 413 28:21 anybody  30:17
1,900 4:11 40.55 10:10 action 38:16 34:16
10 3:19 45 1011 add 27:19 anyway 11:1
101 4:22 458 318 addition 10:413:7 | anywise 38:16
105 72 15:14 47850 3:14 adjacent 7:15 apologize 31:10
106 1516 5 adjoining 9:816:4 | appears 36:24
12 319 adjustments 14.2 | appreciate 6:9
120 253 5 3:254:26:22,25 15:11 25:24 26:2
124 411 7:34 administration approximately
143551 312 500 4.9 21:8 6:22 7:912:17
15 4:8 S/7 253 administrator 22:8 | area 3:9,157:16
15th 15 6 adopted 12:23 16:13 24:23,23
16th 36'10 600 4:14 affair 24:15 areas 2:18,197:13
18336 38:20 6:00 34:25 afternoon 30:3 7:14
1965 17:13 7 ag2e3 21(()):10 15:9,10 assume 25:179 “
. ; assuming 19:
1 38'182 7,200 319 ago 30:8 asu 10:22
8 agree 9:3 attach 5:18
2 131724252511 | g 3.1623:630:15 | agriculture 14:19 | attached 19:20
25:17 28:20 9 ahead 19:2336:13 | 245
2006 253 _ alabama 1:72:16 | attend 34:21
2020 6:1920:7 ) 318 2:24257:138:12 | attendance 1:12
2021 1:538:18 9,237 320 15:2,2220:621:10 | 67,88
229 38:22 9/30/2021 38:22 22:3023:229:1,8  attended 37:3
24 438 9719 412 20:1431:1738:3 | attending 18:13,14
26 4.9 a 38:22 attention 8:2334:4
27th 25:2 able 8:5,189:25 allow 15:16 34:9,10
28 410 25:22 28:6 allowed 4:47:25 | attorney 1:112:8
29 410 absolutely 23:4 25:9 24:15 28:12,23
2:00 1:6 academics 23:19 | allows 7:25 auditorium 7:19
3 accountability amended 17:13 18:11 24:7 30:17
3,300 4:13 23:19 angelica 31:3,11 36:19,20
30 4:11 accountable 22:12 | announced 9:21 avoided 15:25
34 411 25:15 announcement aware 12:131:18
35 7:315:14 achieve 31:133:11 11:21 33.23
36 2322 achievement 22:13 | anomaly 14:23 b
39 413 23:1. | anS/\'/er 28:1832:8 |\, 19:824:13
achieving 22:9 3412 back 3:255:29:25
23.18 10:1 19:6,7,10,22
Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958




[back - concern]

Page 40

19:25 20:18,21,24
20:24 21:1 24:3,11
24:12,13,20 26:3,8
27:1528:329:10
29:24,25 30:7

backed 23:21

bad 28:9

balancing 16:22

bar 29:1

base 32:10

based 3:11,13
13:20

basis 13:19,20
14:14 15:12 21:19
26:14 2711

bay 16:7

bear 26:25

behalf 19:12 27:25

behavior 25:6

belief 22:23

believe 13:22 31:23

benefit 21:16 22:3
2311

best 16:24 30:14
33:834:3,12

beyond 28:17

bills 9:23,25 10:3

bisected 16:6

bit 14:2327:16,18
28:17

black 10:8,9,10
15:919:1,2,5

blind 33:19

block 32:13,13,17
33:2

blocks 33:4

board 2:234:475
8:259:1119:14
21:10,13,18,24
22:3,23 23:7 30:12

bobby 3:4

body 11:7
boundaries 3:22
boundary 16:2,4
brick 32:11
bring 5:1528:6,10
29:19

brings 28:19
broadly 25:18
brought 26:11
27:25

brown 22:10
brunt 27:1

build 22:20
building 32:11,11
burden 28:24
bureau 3:12 14:16

c

c 19:824:1331:15

call 4:2,2418:10,10
18:13 36:18

called 5:29:16,18
9:22 10:9,20 32:12
33.5

campus 18:12

capable 23:17

capture 3:24

carried 16:24

case 11:526:11,11

cases 29:9

cause 38:17

causes 33:2

ccr 38:22

census 2:113:12
6:20 14:15,16
31:20,20 32:12,13
32:17 33:.24

centers 10:23

certain 14:1 15:8
36:13

certainly 3:124:16
25:17 28:25 29:3
29:17

certificate 38:1

certify 38.6,14

chair 2:4,7

chairman 4:17,20

challenges 26:12
28:11

challenging 29:4

chance 24:18

change 3:22

changes 3:109:2
31:20

chat 18:17

chatting 27:17

children 14:25
23:17

choice 13:20

chris 1:112:64:16
4:19

circumstances
12:16 14:1 15:8

cirucumstances
26:22

citizens 15:4 34:20

city 17:22,25 25:22
27:12,1328:12,14

clair 2:4

clarify 27:16,21

classroom 21:22
22:5

classrooms 22:19

clause 28:22

clearly 5:3

click 8:14 35:23

close 8:1729:11

closed 37:6

closely 20:7

color 13:11,13,14
26:14

come 5:2,312:1
18:21 24:8,10,20
26:10 34:24 35:19
comes 25:2028:13
comfortable 21:20
coming 23:15
comment 18:17
commentary 30:9
comments 3:28:20
8:2327:2335:13
36:5,9,16
commission 25:21
28:14
commitments
34:21
committee 1:12:5
2:94:219:14 10:5
11:3,8,22 12:25
17:7 20:2 34:10
35:16
committee's 8:11
communication
22:13
communities 8:4
16:10,23 25:19
community 5:5
16:12,17 17:25
18:332:6
compact 14:617:2
compelling 17:10
complex 20:10
compliance 17:12
comply 12:513:17
25:10 277
composed 32:17
comprised 21:5
computer 32:15
38:9
concept 2:20
concern 23:14 28:4

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958




[concerned - drawing] Page 41
concerned 24:17 correct 26:828:2 date 1.5 district 2:233:11
29:12 29:10 38:11 dates 34:20 3:13,16,18,19,21
concerns 28.6 correctly 21:23 dave's 10:19,21 3:234:1,8,11,13,13
concluded 37:8 cost 28:3 day 38:18 4:22557:1,10
conditions 26:17 costs 28:24 deadline 35:10,11 9:1012:2013:8
26:18 counsel 25:22 35:13 15:21 16:3,4,6 17:2
conflict 17:14,19 28:14 38:15 deal 5:2114:24 17:320:9 21:6,10
congress 9:11 count 21:11 deals 2:21 21:23 22:25 23:6,8
congressional 2:23 | counted 15:6 debate 34:11 23:10 25:7,13,14
4:57:68:24 10:7 counties 8:310:7 decide 5:718:2 27:7 30:12,15 32:4
14:7 25:13 26:6 16:1917:3,24 18:1 | decision 18:8 32:4,23 33:3,7
conjunction 9:7 18:530:22,23 33:9 | decisions 32:7 districting 9:24
connection 36:7 counting 29:22 declining 7:14 12:7,8 13:9,16 14:4
consider 23:21 country 2:1715:4 | defined 16:13 17:16
consider ation 15:18 degrees 14:19 districts 2:19,24,25
10:1511:617:8 counts 16:8 demographic 7:11 3:1,16 4:3,5,6 5:6
consider ations county 2:420:13 depending 7:9 6:15,16,20 7:2,4,7
13:11,13 21:2,12 23:8 24:21 | destroy 16:8 7:11 8:29:4 10:8,9
considered 10:24 25:19,21 27:13,14 | determine 17:20 12:3,10,18,18,19
14:2 15:10 28:14 30:15 38:4 30:21 13:24 14:3,3,5,8,9
constant 22:14 course 3:209:5 development 10:23 14:9,13,13,21
23:23 2719 28:25 15:11,14,15,16,17
constituents 21:19 | court 5:1326:19 deviation 4:37:25 15:18,19,22,24
30:10 31:13 8:6 16:1,9,2117:1,5,6
constitution 15:15 | courts 25:9 diagnosis 22:6 17:12,23 20:15
constitutional 12:6 | coverage 7:22 difference 33:20 21:4527:9,11
constraint 35:3 craig 30:4 different 14:15 31:25
contain 17:23 criteria 12:7,9 21:4 30:8 divide 7:2,4
contests 15:24 13:10,16 14:517:9 | difficulties 22:7 divided 6:20
26:25 17:14,15,17 18:7 dilutive 26:12 doing 3:3
contiguity 15:25 30:20 discernment 16:21 | dollars 29:18
16:5,9 criticism 34:23 discretion 17:20 dorman 1:112:8
contribute 16:23 cst 1.6 discrimination 5:25
control 21:17 current 11:11 2714 dr 231
convenes 11:2 currently 31:25 discriminatory draw 8:510:17
coordination 9:9 36:15 12:8,2413:2,6 25:6 | 12:415:14
coordinator 18:23 d 26:14 drawer 9:1
19:3,18 24:4 d 24:12 discuss 5:22 drawers 8:22
cores 17:5 data 21112311 discussed 6:1511:4 | drawing 10:17
corona 11:11 20:831:2’035:4 distribute 355 12:10 14:21 15:24
20:10 27:10
Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958




[drawn - greatest] Page 42
drawn 10:513:8,24 | equality 17:1131:2 fact 19:17 29:7 374
13:2514:14 23:14 3311 factors 16:2225:4 | gaining 95
31:25 32:5 35:17 equalize 7:8,9 259,11 26:4520 | general 20:4
35:18 equally 12:21,21 273 generally 2:17 7:12
draws 6:148:2 establishing 17:6 faculty 21:8 gentleman 29:25
12:333:21 etcetera 25:14 fair 34.23 gentlemen 30:4
dropped 20:17 ethnic 16:15 familiar 6:17 geographic 16:16
due 17:834:21 etowah 23:724:20 | family 24:15 gerrymandered
e 25:1930:15 father 24:13 26:13
_ . eura 22:10 federal 12:5 gerrymandering
:ar}igér? Bélolf 31:22 evalqate 27:3 feel 21:20 32:25
echo 30:7 evening 35:237:5 f_e&e 28:23 g_ettlng 29:20
economic  16:15 evgrybody 2:2 f!nal 14:2 15:11 g!ngle 26:18
education 2:24 4:4 evidence 13:19,21 | first 3:10,16 18:10 | give 3:84:717:8
76 8:259:12 19:14 25:5 . 18:18 20:2 23:20 19:17 24:3,18
21:11 23:13.22 examination 26:20 29:21 .34:12
educator 23;25 example 14:16 folder 35:1936:1,5  given 4:111:10
effect 27:4.8 17:2.1 18:7 36:14 17:10 25:11 33:22
effective 28'9 exclusive 26:21 foIIow_ 6:14 33:15 _35:1438:12
effort 32:1 355 excuse 6:49:14 following 33:12 gives 14:18
efforts 32:2 exhibit 5:1519:20 36:4' glad 2:2
ego 23:12 24_1:5_ foregoing 38:7,10 ' go 3:36:119:25
eight 7:5 exhlblts 8:1936:3 | forgot 7:17 10:2 12:11 19:23
eighteen 15:1 ex!st. 32:16 forms 14:16 35:21,22 36:13
either 18:5,16 existing 17:530:12 | forth 9:13 goes 34:1,1
dected 15:20.23 exists 13:21 forward 24:8,10 going 3:226:25
16:25 ’ expand 3:23 four 6:24 11:13,18 14:8 18:5
elementary 20:14 expecF 23:3 fourth 21:12 18:924:21 31:4
21:322:910 33:18 experience 23:22 frankly 29:5 good 13:2130:3,6
deven 215 expires 38:22 frgd 18:19 375
akmont 20:13.20 explain 12:12 32:3 fr!end 19:12 google 8:12
21:3 ’ 33:24 friends 32:5 governor 9:20
email 34:7 express 20:3 front_ 2755 graduat(? 14:18
emerge 9:10 expressgd 31:22 functions 21:25 grandchildren
employed 2:8 expressing 35:16 further 27:20 23_:17_
encourage 28:25 extent 16:10 30:13 38:14 grat!fymg 22:11
engagement  22:15 30:25 g gratitude 20:3
entitled 28:23 f g 3L:15 great 14:24
equal 12:16,17 faces 23:14 gadsden 1:76:457 9reater 2319
28:21 facilities 10:22 7:1918:1224:6,16 | Ireatest 3043
24:22 25:19 36:19
Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958




[greatly - lipscomb] Page 43
greatly 25:24 hope 19:129:11 intensely 16:24 lake 16:7
ground 32:17 hopefully 23:9 interest 8:416:10 |lands 16:20

group 13:12,15
26:16

growing 7:13
grows 24:23
guidelines 17:22
gulf 16:7

guys 27:17 30:6,11

h

hand 17:24 18:16
30:1 31:4 36:21,22

happen 7:1529:22

happy 29:9

hard 31:23

hear 20:4,1527:20
29:11 34:13

heard 24:14

hearing 1:.32:10
5:12,17 6:1,6 8:7
18:14,15,23 19:3
19:21 28:11,18
36:7,8 37:6,8 38:13

hearings 3:75:20
5:20 8:8,9,16,17
11:314:11 34:10
34:19 35:14

held 22:12 25:15

hello 2:1

help 27:6 28:25
32:9

helps 2:14

herculean 34:3

high 20:13,20 21:3
33:17

higher 23:18

highest 22:8

historical 16:16
271

home 2:3

hosting 6:6 37:5

house 2:7,253:13
4.3,6,7,9,10,11,12
4:13,16,20,22 7:1
9:1210:212:18
14:9 15:15,16

huge 35:5

hundred 6:23
32:20

ideal 3:11,134:1
6:16 7:1,23
ideas 3.9
identified 26:5
identify 2:14
identifying 7:20
identities 16:16
immediately 7:15
implicates 24:25
important 6:9 37:2
374
improperly 27:11
improve 23:1
inaudible 11:14
include 16:18
includes 14:24
including 16:11
increase 3:17
incumbents 15:25
indicated 10:16
individual 9:6
25:12
information 3:14
5:18

initial 26:16
initiative 23:2
inspect 23:4
instance 17:19

16:13,17,23 17:10
18:1,3 20:9
interested 8:21
38:17
interests 16:14
internet 35:20
intervention 22:16
introduce 5:14
introduced 8:19
9:24 10:14 34:5
36:3
invisible 32:13
irregular 32:22
issue 5:21,22

J

jim 1:102:2
job 2:217:727:5
joined 3:4

july 25:2

Kk

k 19:7,824:12,12
24:13

keep 7:218:3,3
30:14

kendra 30:20 35:9

kent 19:1,7

kin 38:15

kirkland 24:12

know 5:179:16,17
11:13,15 21:9,20
22:5,18 23:16
25:24 32:14 34:8

known 26:17

| 24:12 31:15
lagging 22:16
laid 25:427:22

language 13:12,14
26:15
larger 14:8
late 35:4
lauderdale 38:4
laws 27:7
lawsuit 28:20
lawsuits 13:3,4
lawyer 27:5,13,13
lead 8:15 35:24
leadership 22:11
league 10:12
learner 24:1
left 2:7
legidlative 1:19:15
9:1710:111:1,8
17:6 26:6
legislator 9:6,8
347
legislators 8:22,24
legislature 5:23
6:147:7 8:2,13
9:1310:15,25 11:2
11:6 12:3,9,24 13:1
14:12 15:1317:4,4
17:8,19 18:2,8 20:2
25:5 27:6 29:5 33:8
33:21 34:5,11
legislature's 35:23
level 23:18 27:14
life 23:2524:16
limestone 20:12
21:2
limited 4:25
line 28:933:25
lines 25:7,22 28:15
33:13,13
lipscomb 30:3,5

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958




[listed - overton] Page 44
listed 17:18 map 8:229:1,10 minus 3:254:2 nugget 24:20
listening 23:24 13:25 minutes 5:1 number 6:2017:3
litigation 27:24 maps 2:22 31:22 mitchell 23:1 numbers 4:7,9
29:4,6 32:4 mobile 4:22 numerous 10:18
litigators 29:8 maptitude 10:24 monthly 21:25 0
litigious 28:5 mask 11:24,25 move 2:17 .
: ’ bviously 14:7
little 8:127:18 matter 20:929:3 | moved 238 0
28:17 mays 38:21 multi 15:19 ' 107
. . 10 7:12
live 11:912:231:17 | mcclendon 1:10 2:1 | multiple 15:20 oczcg.r6red 310
living 15:2 2:36:157:2430:6 | municipalities , _ _
t 1 1
located  2:15 mean 13:35 16:19 october  9:19 38:18
. odd 6:24
location 1:7 means 3:2116:1 n . .
long 7:16 15:8 22:5 t 31:21 office's 8:11
ong f16-ogsso | meant oo n 19:724:1231:15 | officer 2:105:17
23:25 24:16 media 7:18,22 . .
| 1824 ot 91 31:15,15 6:1
onger - meeing 9 name 4:195:4 oh 18:2519:2531:6
look 3:1523:14 meetings 11:8,22 } . . .
18:2019:6,7 24:13 32:25
25:1,25 27:9 32:6 21:25 31:19 7 21 : :
36:12 ber 151719 29:7 31:9,11 okay 7:2211:20
' member  Lo.L7, nancy 31:16 18:25 19:10,22,25
looked 20:7 21:13,18 _ . : .
looki 31:19.21 b 218 8:25 narrower 8.6 20:18 21:1 24:9
ooKINg oL.13, members r. ' necessarily 36:6 26:10 30:1 34:15
losing 9:4 9:22 15:20 20:1 necessary 3:24 36:17
lost 3:18,19,20,21 21:24 22:24 , ' .
4:8,9,10,10,11,12 bership 1312 -t once 1l:1
1318 161 2010 mig?lf%_'& “““ need 3:35:123:18 | ones 28:8,10
.y ' ' i, ' negotiable 12:14 online 30:20 36:18
25:20 mentioned 17:17 _ _
lot 32:2333:1 27:14 12:22 36:22
0 : : ) neighbor hoods open 11:10,18,23
love 27:20 mess 20:11 , _ ,
35:15 16:11 35:6 36:2
m m;mlgjlzé'mlg neither 38:15 operated 22:24
m 31:15 m ' '24_’21 neutral 13:917:16 | operates 22:2
ma'am 24:9,9,10 m!crocism 5_'3 16 never 20:7 22:4 opinion 21:17
main 18:12 m'l(ggg one 5:3, nevertheless 155 | opportunity 10:9
maintained 30:24 _”_' 6:92 9573 new 2:113:11,13 order 2:203:24
major 33:15 m;_f” cee | 6:18,219:10,10,14 = 4:2413:16,22
majority 10:813:7 '.d 720 15:14,14 17:18 33:10
20:6 34:20 min 19_12 nice 34:2 ordinary 20:10
making 24:14 m!ng T 17: non 12:8,14,22 orgin 22:6
25:15 m!”'m_'tz_e Jeps | nOrth 31:17 outside 5:23
manani 31:6,10,11 | MINOMtes 0. northeast 29:14 | overall 22:25

31:14,15 34:14

minority 13:12,15
26:16 28:1 29:13

notebook 35:1

overarching 12:13

manner 10:16 13:8 notes 25:2 overton 30:19 31:3
34:17 35:9 36:15
Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958




[overton - really]

Page 45

36:23 personal 20:8 port 31:18 promoting 22:15
p 22:24 23:12 position 23:6 protect 29:14,18,19
page 8:12 per_sr_)nally 23:3 possible 17:24 protecti_on 28:21
paper 22:18 petitioned 30:10 30:13,25 35:7 protr.usons 33:3
parameters 27:22 place 22:17 posteq 8:10 35:20 prov!de 25:23
parent 22:15 pla.(:esf 15:18 prac'tlcable 16:11 prov!ded 13:18
parents 22:14 plaintiff 28:1929:1 precincts 16:19 public 1:311:10,23
part 5:19 29:7 30:22,24 33:5,6,9 20:4 34:19
participating 5:10 plan 9:1010:4,7,11 33:13,_19,22 purpose 25:17
participation 6:10 10:18,24 13:1 predominate 13:15 | put 9:1322:17
371 |26:1'2 - prgﬁrez 112643 34:22 ?i5:19 36:14
: , planning ) prefi : puts 8:
pa?:é:gular 315 25:10 prefiling_ 9:23 q
particularly 6:4,5 plans 9:142410:3 | prerogative 9:20 question 27:16,21
: . 10:5,17 11:4 12:23 | present 7:18 18:24 . _ .
particulary 15:9 _ o _ _ 28:19 30:20 32:1,9
parties 28:1,7 23:927:729:534:4 | presently 22:1 33:25 34:6,16.18
38:16 35:17,17 preserve 17:5 questioning 22:21
_ play 8:126:10 presidence 17:18 : .
parts 35:17 _ _ questions 5:11
party 21:1622:1 | Played 26:24 18:9 21:14 26:1 36:16
_ please 5:318:16,21 | prevail 28:22 _
pass 27.7 _ _ _ ) _ 38:8
passage 13:6 23:2124:8 31:9 previous 31:22 quite 19:11
passion 23:23 36:21 pr!mgrlly 30:10 .
pay 344910 plus 3:254:1 pr!nC|pIes 6:12
payer 29’:1’8 pm 16 pringle 1:112:7 r 24:12
paying 8:23 point 9:916:2,3 4:16,18,20 6:3 race 13:9,11,13,14
pending 5:22 1@3:.2 1.1:12,17,21 30:5 13:20,22,25 14:1
people 2:13,17 3:18 political 16:12,18 | print 38:9 17:16 26:14,23
3:24 4:8.14 6:24 16:2421:1622:1 | priority 17:9,21 2r:11
10:16 14:10,18,19 | 2624 23:20 racial 16:15
14:04.25 151 234 | Politics 29:6 priscilla 23:24 racially 26:13
17:120:6 21:15 populated 12:21,22 | probably 3:23 raise 18:16 36:21
23132813 32-1g | Population 3:10,17 | 27:16 28:12 34:11 36:22
32:19.20 36:18 3:216:16,18,19,21 34:22 raised 30:131:4
perceived 135 7:1,10,14,24 8:7 problem 11:1318:6 range 36:13
per ceives 13:2 9:4510:1012:16 | procedures 25:1 rankings 23:16
permanent 1:1 12:17 14:14,15,17 | proceedings 38:7 | read 5111817
519 14: 22,22 15:2,102 progzssZG:lo :?3 2213 1%2_23 22128 Iji 23 ,
o : 15:1317:11 21:1 16:24 24:17 33: reading 19 :
s | s 32 ety 2017
person 2:21 15:23 populations 2:15 | prohibitive 28:4 really 22:16 24:25
1818 33:25 29:13 27:2 33:23 35:12
Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958




reference 36:8

respectfully 30:11

25:11,16 27:23
28:20

[reapportionment - singleton] Page 46
reappor tionment relationships 22:21 | rights 13:17,23 senator 1:102:1,3
1:.22:54:2117.7 relative 14:7 17:13 26:11 28:21 3:4,74:196:15
35:15 released 20:8 290:8 7:24 10:13 30:5
reason 13:2132:18 |rely 25:928:13 river 16:6 33:16 send 5:1018:16
33.15 remotely 5:10,13 road 33:15 19:19 35:15 36:9
reasonably 14:6 18:14,15 robin 34:18 36:11,13

17:1 reporter 5:13 role 26:24 sense 14:12 20:12
reasoning 30:9 31:13 round 4:96:25 33:14

31:24 32:3,7 reports 14:15 32:9 sent 1155
reasons 14:11 represent 4:2255 |rules 6:1312:10 september 1.5
receive 8:24 21:23 rumor 9:18 series 254
received 8:2036:6 | representative 1:10  run 235 served 21:13
recognition 23:12 2:63:14:16,186:3 | rural 2:187:13 serves 25:17
recognized 16:14 11:12,17,20 27:17 24:23 session 9:15,17,22
record 5:12,15,19 29:11 30:4,5 S 11:2,22

18:18 26:6,7 representatives : _ sessions 11:9
recovery 28:23 16:25 satisfy 13:23 st 25:12

S saw 27:17
redistricting 2:5,9 | represents 21:9 says 11:21 sets 25:8

2:22 4:175:21,24 38:11 scheduled 34:19 seven 7.6
6:137:88:10,11,14 | required 16:1 _ . shape 32:22,24

: school 16:20 20:14

10:20,21 12:15 requirements 12:6 20:14.20 21:3.4.6 33:2

15:12 20:2,5 21:15 12:1417:14 21:17’22:14 1’9’23 shift 2:15

25:21 29:4 32:12 requires 28:4 2373317 1’8’ shifting 28:24
35:24 requiring 17:11 <chools 21:’822:9 shifts 7:11
redraw 2:19 reservations 16:20 2995 shortly 8:1035:22
redrawing 21:16 resident 24:16 scope  28:17 showing 21:21
257 residents 15:3 eat 21,2'1 shrinking 24:24
redrawn 14:13 resources 10:18 second '13:11 shuffle 25:20
reduced 38:9 25:25 section 1317 24:25 side 29:833:18,19
reestablish 2:20 respect 16:918:3 : ' sign 5.7

signature 38:20

referring 26:4 respecting 18:6 , _ , signed 4:2418:18
reflect 14:9 response 27:19 Seioggizlgzgj 38:18
regard 8:613:24 responsible 25:14 25:16.18 30:6 signs 11:18
17:1519:13 20:5 result 12:1538:17 32:16’2336:2 similarities 16:14
regional 10:23 retain 30:11 seen. 2’1_24 ' smply 6:18 14:18
regular 21:19 retired 23:25 senate 2':4 24311 sincerely 23:24
32:22 rhyme 32:18 31516 18’ 194:3 single 15:17
relate 6:12 right 2:615:1,5 7_33’9_’12 ’10_2 singleton 3:5,7
relating 26:9 20:1,1,21,23 29:1 1.2:EL9 i5:14 2'5:13 10:14
29:21 26:4,5,20
Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958




[sir - true]

Page 47

sir 24.830:16
sit 33:24

site 10:1,20 35:23
sixteen 22:10
size 41

social 16:15
soley 5:21

soon 9:21
sooner 36:11
sorry 19:931:8,13
sort 24:1927:2
32:10 33:20
southern 10:22
sovereignty 14:10
speak 4:255:6,7,9
5:16 18:15,19,21
23:1324:8,19
30:18 36:19,21,25
37:1

speaker 4:25
speakers 18:10,11
18:13

special  9:15,17,21
11:2 32:15
specifically 34:6
specifics 22:22
spell 5:431:12
split 18:4 20:12
21:230:21 31:1
33:8,9

spoken 5:9
sponsor 11:1
sponsored 10:13
st 2.3

stacy 38:21

staff 25:3
staffers 8:25
standards 25:16
278

standing 7:20

start 6:119:1,22
started 7:17
state 1:102:3,6,23
3:94:155:36:4,5,7
6:18,19,21 7:5,19
8:259:1112:5
13:18 14:17 16:5
17:10 18:12 20:5
21:1022:23 23:6
23:13 246,22
25:18 31:9,21 35:6
36:19 37:4 38:3
statement 19:18
24:4
status 11:11
statutory 12:6
stenotype 38:8
stool 30:12
straddles 18:1
streamed 11:9 12:2
strong 13:18,20
student 22:6,7
31:11,16
students 22:2,13,16
22:2023:11
studies 22:20
study 22:22
subdivisons 16:12
16:18
submit 35:10,13
submitted 10:4,6
10:13
subordinates 13:9
suburban 2:18
suffering 27:25
suggestions 3:2
suggests 27:24
suit 29:20
supervision 38:10
support 13:19

suppose 36:12

sure 25:1527:6,10
29:11

system 8:1

systems 21:6

t

t 197

tab 8:14 35:25

tail 23:16

take 7:222:17 29:9

taken 38:7

takes 9:917:21
18:9

talking 9:222:19
26:22

tangent 16:3

task 34:3

tax 29:18

teach 22:5

teachers 22:21

tell 5:413:10

tells 2:12

ten 2:1032:1935:1

term 6:17 7:16 14:7
16:17

terms 20:11

testimony 6:11
35:11,13 38:12

thank 4:17,186:1,2
6:3,5,6 18:25 19:6
23:2324:1,2,11
29:23,24 30:15,16
31:6 34:14,15
36:25 37:2,4

thereto 38:9

thing 27:2,12

things 12:12 26:23

think 6:22 10:19
18:19 20:21 21:15
29:20 34:25

thought 24:19
thoughts 23:21
35:16
thousand 6:24
three 5:121:7
26:17
threshold 26:17
thwarting 23:9
time 1.63:6,85:1
7:1211:16 13:6
15:8 20:4 23:12
29:21 31:2335:1,3
35:11 36:4
times 16:17 32:23
33:134:19,24
today 2:104:23
19:13
today's 5:20
tolerances 8:6
tomorrow 8:17
35:10
total 14:14,21,22
15:6,13 21:11
totalled 33:4
totally 19:16
track 7:21
traditional 12:7,8
13:16 14:4 17:16
traditionally 15:7
transcribed 5:12
8.9
transcript 19:20
24:536:1,2,4 38:11
transcripts 8:15,18
35:21,25
transparency 32:2
transparent 35:6
trend 7:16
tribal 16:15,20
true 23:438:11

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958




[truly - zerQ]

truly 21:22 visited 21:18 weeks 8:8
try 2:208:2,317:2 | vote 2:2114:25 weighing 16:21
17:4,8 15:2,526:12 29:15 | weird 32:24 33:3
turn 4:155:24 voted 12:9 welcome 3:24:23
turns 26:19 voters 10:12 6:319:524:10
twelve 26:4,20 voting 10:1013:17 | westlaw 25:3
twenty 3:6 6:24 13:23 15:9,10 wetumpka 17:22
21:7 16:19 17:12 26:10 17:2518:4
two 4:12 8:8 10:8 28:2129:1,8 30:22 | whatsoever 33:14
12:1318:1 20:14 30:24 33:5,6,9,13 | willing 29:17
21:424:10 33:19,22 wish 5:69:2318:15
type 7:1012:20 vra 24:25 35:7
typically 33:6,12 vtds 335 wishes 24:7,7

u W witness 38:12
unable 28:10 walker 1:112:8 women, 10:12_
understand 23:7 5:256:211:15,20 | Wondering 31:7
32:10 18:2519:5,9,1623 | Words 1324
under standing 20:16,192325 | Work 14:1923:9
24:24 31:24 24:226:3928:2,16 2929163421
unique 32:21 29:2430:1623 ~ Worked 2310
unit 32:10 31:8,1232:834:15 | WOrking 5:1320:22
units 22:22 34:2235:1236:17 | Worried 29:13
university 31:17 36:24 written 19:1824:3
unmute 31:4,5 want 5:710:17 y
urban 2:187:13,16 12:124:329:14,15 | y'all 24:18 25:10,22
24:22 29:18,18 35:14 27:18 29:16,22
use 10:19,21 14:21 36:9,20 year 235
30:21 33:21 wanted 30:7 years 2:1122:10
useful 14:20 wants 36:25 23:22 35:2
usually 15:12 watch 12:2 yother 23:25

v water 16:5 7
vaccinated 11:19 Way. 3:4_4:6 1_2:4 zachary 18:19,20
11:23,25 1571852003 oo 3218
vance 34:18 21:2,22 22:24

. 23:1028:531:24
vast 34:20 _ _
viewpoint 21:24 3,2'3’9:_2’4'1’%’8’9
violation 28:20 szZa\;e 1%%42182\,__1)6
virtually 1:126:8 weary 2315

virus 11:13

web 8:1110:1,20
35:23

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

Page 48

800.808.4958



	Meeting
	Word Index
	All
	1,082 - back
	back - concern
	concerned - drawing
	drawn - greatest
	greatly - lipscomb
	listed - overton
	overton - really
	reapportionment - singleton
	sir - true
	truly - zero

	Alphabetical
	Numbers and Symbols
	1,082 - back

	A
	1,082 - back

	B
	1,082 - back
	back - concern

	C
	back - concern
	concerned - drawing

	D
	concerned - drawing
	drawn - greatest

	E
	drawn - greatest

	F
	drawn - greatest

	G
	drawn - greatest
	greatly - lipscomb

	H
	greatly - lipscomb

	I
	greatly - lipscomb

	J
	greatly - lipscomb

	K
	greatly - lipscomb

	L
	greatly - lipscomb
	listed - overton

	M
	listed - overton

	N
	listed - overton

	O
	listed - overton

	P
	overton - really

	Q
	overton - really

	R
	overton - really
	reapportionment - singleton

	S
	reapportionment - singleton
	sir - true

	T
	sir - true
	truly - zero

	U
	truly - zero

	V
	truly - zero

	W
	truly - zero

	Y
	truly - zero

	Z
	truly - zero





13430/ e|f1>slid
‘uteBe syuey| “JUSWIRNE SIY} 3SN 3sed|d PasIAS sem ) 310jaq Ja1s| 8y} jo Adod e noA juss |
‘euuoq

xo0p-BunpuIsIpay Inoge JaRaT 304
(83 v1) siuawydene | fj

<A06°91Uds|e@®UOHIAOBUUOP> UOUSAQ BUUO( 0L

INd 526 1202/¥L/6 anL
<wodjlewb®@JayioAld > 1aYy10A ejjidsud

19139] jo Adod jeuly





September 15,2021
Members of the Legislative Redistricting Committee:

First let me express my gratitude for taking the time to hear from the general public
in regard to redistricting in our state. Like the majority of people in Alabama, had
never looked at it closely until the 2020 data was released and I had a personal
interest in the matter. The district drawing is complex and in very ordinary terms,
“just a mess.” So much of it makes no sense to me. Why would you split
Limestone County in such a way that Elkmont HS and its elementary school are in
two different districts? Why are some districts comprised of 11 school systems
while another district has 23? Why is it that the administration and faculty in most
schools do not even know who represents their district on the Alabama State Board
of Education? Why would you count the total population ofa county when only
one fourth ofit is served by the board member? Fromjust these questions you can
see why most people think thatredistricting is just a political redrawing to benefit
the party in control.

It is my opinion that every school should be visited by their board member ona
regular basis. Their constituents should know them and feel comfortable with them
showingup and takinga seat in a classroom. This is the only way to truly represent
a district correctly. From my viewp oint, the board members are only seen at the
monthly meetings and functions of their political party. As it presently operates, I
cannot see where the students of Alabama benefit at all from this board. Some of
them have never even been in the classroom long enough to know how to teach a
student to read or diagnose the origin of student difficulties.

Being the administrator of one of the highest achieving elementary schools in
Alabama for 16 years — Eura Brown Elementary - was very gratifying. Under my
leadership, everyone was held accountable for the students’ achievement.
Communication between the parents and the school was constant, therefore
promoting parent engagement. Intervention with lagging studentsreally did take
place, it was not just put on paper. [ know becauseI was all over the school, in the
classrooms, talking to the students about their studies and building relationships,
questioning teachers about the specifics of their units of study.

It is my belief that if our state school board members operated in a personal way
with the schools in their district, our overall achievement would improve. Dr.
Mitchell with the Alabama Reading Initiative used to say, “Don’t expect whatyou
don’tpersonally inspect.” And this is absolutely true.





I had been planning for more than a year to run for the District 8 positionon the
state school board. Now I understand that Etowah County will be moved to another
district, thus thwarting my plans to hopefully work the district the way it should be
worked, for the benefit of the students, not for recognition or personal ego.

Every timeI speak about education in our state, people look at me with concern
and drawn faces. Like me, they are weary of always comingin on the tail end of
rankings, when we know our children and grandchildren are capable of achieving
at a much higher level. We need greater accountability and academics at every age
should be our first priority.

Please consider my thoughts that are backed up by 36 years ofexperience in
education and a passion for it that is constant.

Thank you for listening.
Sincerely,

Priscilla Yother, retired educator and lifelong learner
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[8/3 3:16 PM] Donna Overton joined the meeting.

[8/3 3:16 PM] Donna Overton named the meeting to Gadsden State Redistricting Public Hearing.
[1:52 PM] Unknown User Mays, Brady C (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[1:56 PM] Unknown User Brian Jones (External) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User Tamara Miro (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User Kendra Majors (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User Jill Allen (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User Robin & Vince (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User june fletcher (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User Liza Weisberg (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User Wallace, Rachel (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:00 PM] Unknown User Catherine Davies (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:01 PM] Unknown User Robbi Flowers (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:01 PM] Unknown User Alabama Values (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:01 PM] Unknown User Felicia Scalzetti (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:06 PM] Unknown User Brown, Kynesha [AL] (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.
[2:10 PM] Unknown User friohn2@bellsouth.net (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.
[2:10 PM] Unknown User Angelica Mamani (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.
[2:13 PM] Unknown User Kelly (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:20 PM] Unknown User Diane Steele (Guest) has temporarily joined the chat.

[2:30 PM] Kendra Majors (Guest)

What criteria will you use to determine when to split counties and voting precincts?

[2:38 PM] Unknown User Tamara Miro (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.

[2:39 PM] Robin & Vince (Guest)
Why are all the public hearings scheduled at times and dates when the vast majority of citizens
cannot attend due to work commitments?





[2:40 PM] Felicia Scalzetti (Guest)
(No need to read this out loud) We'll be holding a town hall/debrief tonight at 7PM:
bit.ly/CrowdTownHalls

[2:41 PM] Unknown User frjohn2@bellsouth.net (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.

[2:43 PM] Kendra Majors (Guest)
Is tomorrow the deadline to submit testimony? Also, is there a deadline time?

[2:44 PM] Felicia Scalzetti (Guest)

So comments after the 16th will be included in the public record?

yes!

[2:46 PM] Unknown User Catherine Davies (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.
[2:46 PM] Unknown User june fletcher (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.
[2:46 PM] Unknown User Kelly (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.

[2:46 PM] Unknown User Kendra Majors (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.
[2:46 PM] Unknown User Wallace, Rachel (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.
[2:46 PM] Unknown User Diane Steele (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.
[2:46 PM] Unknown User Robin & Vince (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.

[2:47 PM] Unknown User Felicia Scalzetti (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.

[2:47 PM] Unknown User Jill Allen (Guest) no longer has access to the chat.



http://bit.ly/CrowdTownHalls



